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Innovational Research Incentives Scheme (Vernieuwingsimpuls) NWO

Recently, the results of our grant applications to the VIDI-programme of NWO have become available. The VIDI-programme is part of the Innovational Research Incentives Scheme, which is intended as support for senior staff members. Innovational aspects and quality of research are the most important criteria for funding. Per grant about € 600,000 will be available. The Rudolf Magnus Institute has been remarkably successful: four out of five grant requests were funded. Some numbers for comparison. Nation-wide 431 grants were requested, of which 75 were funded (17%). At the Utrecht University 11 grant applications were funded, and nation-wide 19 applications were granted in the medical sciences. We have done exceptionally well, and we can be proud of our Institute. Apparently our research is innovative and we have some talented researchers among us.
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The grant applications rewarded are:

· Roger Adan, Department Pharmacology and Anatomy of the RMI, subdivision Pharmacology and Anatomy of the Division of Neuroscience.

Role of neuropeptides in disorders of energy balance.

· Leonard van den Berg, Department Neurology and Neurosurgery of the RMI, subdivision Neurology of the Division of Neuroscience.

Genetic susceptibility factors in patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

· Chantal Kemner, Department Psychiatry of the RMI, subdivision Child and Adolescent Psychiatry of the Division of Neuroscience.

From neuronal connection to social interaction.

· Nick Ramsey, Department Psychiatry of the RMI, subdivision Psychiatry of the Division of Neuroscience.

The neural basis of automatisation of cognitive functions.
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Professors: in and out

Earlier this year Gabriël Rinkel (Department Neurology and Neurosurgery of the RMI, subdivision Neurology of the Division of Neuroscience) was appointed as first strategic professor (stimuleringshoogleraar) of the UMC Utrecht, with as special assignment Neurology with specific attention to subarachnoidal bleeding. On July 1st 2002 Roger Adan (Department Pharmacology and Anatomy of the RMI, subdivision Pharmacology and Anatomy of the Division of Neuroscience) was appointed as professor in Molecular Pharmacology.

Two professors will leave us, both presently working in the Department Psychiatry of the RMI, subdivision Child and Adolescent Psychiatry of the Division of Neuroscience. They are Jan Buitelaar who is appointed in Nijmegen to chair the Division of Psychiatry, and Peggy Cohen-Kettenis who will continue her work, especially her gender research, in Amsterdam.
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Summer school 2002

At the end of August a summer school is organised for our PhD-students, in the Conference Centre Woudschoten, Zeist (30th August – 1st September 2002). A very attractive programme has been prepared by the organising committee, with many lectures and master classes of high quality. The summer school is an annual event, and is a part of the researchers training programme, which will be organised more structurally starting January 2003. The researchers training committee, with Victor Wiegant as chairman, will organise a broad spectrum of interesting activities for our PhD-students. These activities are incorporated in a broader programme to further improve the contacts between the researchers of the Rudolf Magnus Institute.
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Masters programme

In September 2002 the Masters programmes will start at Utrecht University. Of particular importance for the Rudolf Magnus Institute is the International Masters Programme 'Neuroscience and Cognition' with two tracks: a) Experimental and clinical neuroscience and b) Cognitive neuroscience. Gerda Croiset (Rudolf Magnus Institute) and Edward de Haan (Helmholz institute) have worked very hard to put this programme together. This Masters programme will create a continuous flow of excellent researchers into our Institute. In this way a continuum in education will develop: - masters programme (graduate student) – researchers training programme (PhD-students) - Institute (staff member), during which talented young researchers can be scouted early and adopted by the Rudolf Magnus Institute.
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Rudolf Magnus Research Award

The annual Rudolf Magnus Research Award will be presented on Wednesday November 13th 2002, to the author of the most innovative publication of the RMI the past year.
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Publications

All staff members of the Division of Neuroscience have recently received information about use of name of the Rudolf Magnus Institute on publications. All scientific research within the Division of Neuroscience is part of the Rudolf Magnus Institute. The Rudolf Magnus Institute is to be mentioned first on all publications by members of the staff of the Division of Neuroscience.
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Logo
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You will (by now) have noticed our new logo, which symbolises our innovative ways of looking at, and doing research on, the brain. The point indicates that we score. The logo will be available shortly, and may be used for scientific presentations (e.g. posters, slides, and announcements).
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