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Date of birth: January 3, 1963 (Rotterdam, the Netherlands)

Married, six children

Education
University Medical Center Utrecht
1991-1997 Training medical specialist in Neurology.


Sponsored by a personal grant of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 


Research (NWO; Prioriteitsprogramma Klinisch Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek) which 

combines medical specialist training and scientific research (PhD thesis), entitled 

‘antibodies to glycoconjugates in peripheral neuropathy’.

1995 PhD thesis ‘The immune response to glycoconjugates in peripheral neuropathy’. 
Promotor: Prof Dr JHJ Wokke, Prof Dr T Logtenberg.

Neurological Institute, Columbia University, New York
1988-1991 Research Fellow, Neuroimmunology Laboratory Prof N Latov, during medical school 
(1988-1989, 1 yr) and during training as a neurologist (1991-1992, 1 yr). Research 
projects on the role of auto-antibodies in polyneuropathy and motor neuron disease.

University of Groningen
1983-1991 Medical School.

1982-1983 First Year (propedeuse) Business School.

University of California, San Diego
1981-1982 General year.

Professional Experience
University Medical Center Utrecht

2005

Professor in Experimental Neurology
1997-present
Neurologist. Subspeciality in Neuromuscular Diseases and Neuroimmunology. 


Research line: Patient-oriented research of immune-mediated or degenerative 


disorders of motor neurons.
2002-present
Director of the Laboratory for Experimental Neurology.
2002-present
Director of the Netherlands ALS Center: a collaboration between the UMC Utrecht 

and AMC Amsterdam to improve diagnosis, treatment and palliative care of patients 

with motor neuron diseases in the Netherlands.
2002-2007
VIDI research grant, the Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and 


Development (ZonMw), ‘Genetic susceptibility factors in patients with amyotrophic l

ateral sclerosis’.
1997-2002
Researcher Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences  (KNAW), ‘Elucidation 

of the molecular basis of the crossreactive immune response to Campylobacter jejuni 

and peripheral nerve tissue in patients with the Guillain-Barre syndrome using phage 

antibody display technology’.
Awards

1993 
Peter M. Lampert Award of the Society for Experimental Neuropathology.
1998
Award ‘Amsterdamsche Neurologenvereeniging’ (total work).
2001
Award Prinses Beatrix Fonds – best neuromuscular paper 2001 (publ 38 to first author).

Supervisor PhD-theses
· Wendy Bosboom (AGIKO; Chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy: white matter and 

white cells: Thesis Sept 2000).
· Ildiko van Rhijn (AIO; T cell reactivity in inflammatory neuropathy; Thesis Febr 2002).

· Renske van den Berg (AGIKO; The spectrum of lower motor neuron disease; Thesis Dec 2002; 

Cum Laude).

· Geert-Jan Groeneveld (AGIKO; Treatment strategies for ALS; Thesis march 2004).

· Jan Veldink (AGIKO; Factors Determining Risk and Outcome in ALS; Thesis May 2004).

· Roy Beekman (Neurologist; sonography of peripheral nerves in compression and inflammatory 

neuropathies; Thesis Dec 2004)

· Nina van Sorge (AIO: Autoantibodies, Fc receptors, and complement in inflammatory 



neuropathies: Thesis May 2005)

· Jan-Thies van Asseldonk (AGIKO; axon loss, demyelination and conduction block in immune-


mediated polyneuropathy; Thesis December 2005).

· Erik van Kan (Pharmacologist: Riluzole treatment in ALS; Thesis November 2005).

· Jan-Paul van den Berg (consultant in rehabilitation medicine; Multidisciplinary ALS care: the 


additional value for patient and caregiver; Thesis January 2006). 

Supervisor current PhD projects
9 PhD students working on projects concerning the pathogenesis, treatment and (palliative) care of immune-mediated or neurodegenerative motor neuron disease (planned PhD theses 2006-2009).

Personal research grants
1. Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) ‘Antibodies to glycoconjugates in 
peripheral neuropathy’ (1991-1995)

2. Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), ‘Elucidation of the molecular basis of 
the crossreactive immune response to Campylobacter jejuni and peripheral nerve tissue in patients 
with the Guillain-Barre syndrome using phage antibody display technology’ (1997-2002)
3. VIDI research grant, the Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development 
(ZonMw), ‘Genetic susceptibility factors in patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis’ (2001-2006).
Other Research grants
Several research grants from the Prinses Beatrix Fonds, ZONMW, VAZ Doelmatigheid, Senter.

Clinical trials
· Principal investigator national placebo-controlled randomized ALS trial on the effect of sodium 

valproate.

· Principal investigator (Utrecht) international ALS trial on the effect of TCH-346 (Novartis).

· Principal investigator (Utrecht) international ALS trial on the effect ONO-2506 (ONO 



Pharmaceuticals).

· Principal investigator national placebo-controlled randomized trial on the effect of creatine-


monohydrate in patients with ALS. 

· Principal investigator trial on the effect of intravenous immunoglobulins in multifocal motor 


neuropathy.

· Principal investigator on the effect of interferon-β in multifocal motor neuropathy.

· Co-investigator Dutch GBS trial (intrav. Immunoglobulins/methylprednisone).

· Co-investigator Dutch CIDP trial (prednisolone/dexamethasone).

· Co-investigator international trial on the effect of SR57746A in ALS (Sanofi).

· Medical Advisor ‘Dutch Association for Neuromuscular Diseases’ (Vereniging spierziekten 


Nederland), section amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

· Medical Advisor ‘Dutch Association for Neuromuscular Diseases’ (Vereniging spierziekten 


Nederland), section spinal muscular atrophy.

· Member ‘Opleidingscommissie Onderzoekers’ Rudolf Magnus Institute of Neuroscience.
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